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INSTRUMENT OF ABDICATION

Britain, Ireland,
British Dominions beyond
Emperor of India,
determination to renounce the Throne for My:

0,

for My descendants, and My desir« 1at effect should

be given to this Instrument of Abdication immediately.

,

have hereunto set My

day of December, nineteen hundred and

the presence of the witnesses whose

subscribed.

SIGNED AT
FORT BELVEDERE

T NATIAT

.
IN L0 PR»'A\).J‘\'\I_L'J

OF

ALBERT.

HENRY .
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conditions,

necessary to put it

While I promised te consider this suggestion

I told the King that 1 did not think there was any
chance of such an arrangement receiving the apnproval

of Parliapment here. I reminded him further of the

5

1

verv important factor that there was also te be considered

the position in relation to the Dominions, whose assent

would be equally essentizal.

6. I feel convinced that neither the Parliament

nor the great majority of the public in all parties

or would accept such a plan, any more tha
ccept the proposal that Mrs.

become Queen. Moreover I think it very
if such an arrangement were agreed now, it would prove
to be temporary, and that late n pressure would be
brought to bear with a view to the King's wife being
given her position
F It would be very helpful to me in my consideration
of the question if I could have as soon as possible your

personal views and what veu think would be the view of
public opinion in your Dominion regarding the following

three




three possibilities:-
The King's marriage to Mrs. Simpson
she to become Queen;
The King's marrizge to Mrs. Simpson
without abdication but on the basis
that she should not become Queen, and
accompanied by the necessary
legislation on this basis;
A voluntary abdication by the King
carried out as above in favour of
the Duke of York.
I appreciate that you may desire to consult
one or two of your colleagues and this, of course,

I leave to your discretion having regard to the

necessity for absolute secrecy. At a later stage

you will, of course, require to consult your whole

Cabinet. Your answers will be very helpful to me
for my guidance in further informal conversations
with the King on this question as to which I have

. . 3 :
expressed to him my provisional views.
7 I need not assure you that I appreciate fully
the vital concern of the Dominions in this whole
question, and that I shall keep you informed and

consult you at every stage. I am sending this message

also to the Prime Ministers of the other Dominions.
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